) ',  (WASHENGTON STAR
~ Approved For ReleasM 8303/82/98 5 CIA-RDP75-00149R000800120004-0

'Embezzlement Case

By JERRY KLINE
Star Staft ¥Writer

The embezzlemeont trial of two
former Defense Department offi-
cials in Alexandria Federal Dis-
trict Court was expected to go
to.the jury today.

The defendants are William I
Godel, who was instrumental in
o ‘ ’ -+ lgetling up secret research proj-

. L :ects in Viet Nam, and John A.
i Wylie. who headed the Penta-
Eon 's budget and finance
‘branch. They are accused of
using pgovernment- funds for
their own needs.

Sixteen persons, mostly char-

acter witnesses, testified yester-
day before the defense rested its
case. The government then
) - called eight rebuttal witnesses to
S . |end the gix days of testimony.
e Wylie's ‘attorney, James Fitz-
Gerald, introduced a medical re-
port statmg that Wylie was
discovered last year ¢o have evi-,
- |dence of an “organic cerebral'
deficit” despite a *“‘superior level:
of intelligence.” He also suffered’
Sl - from hypertension, the physi-
L cians said.
R The examination, according to
; the report, indicated ' severe.
L ‘depression and an “anxiety neu-
,Tosis as a result of tension asso-
S - (clated with work.””
e . In rebuttal to the medical tes-
SR timony, .Plato Cacheris, assist-
e = ant U.S; attorney, introduced a
chiatry. report on_examina-
itions of Wylie at St Ehzabehhs
Hospxtalin March, 4.
- The - psychxatrists ‘said " that
'‘Wylle: was- " lthout mental dis~
.order. : 3
Earlier ‘a suc esslon of chhr-
actérs_wlfnesses praised Godel,

43, as a superior government
worker- who successfully carried

out his Vietnamese assignments.

Godel, who was a GS-18 with a
$20,000 annual salary, was de-

scribed as “‘one of the most dedi-
cated people in the clvil service”
and a -man whose reputation’
“was tops for integrily and de-
votion to the U.S.”

Wylie was described as “an
outstanding - administrator” who'
carrled out his job although he
was ‘‘very much overworked.”

One former associate comment- .
ed: “He's obviously a man much.

older than his age,

Godel testified - during the’

trial, Wyliedidnot. MR
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